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Sopit Soommart. 2013. Women and Nature in Thaaithao Sutjaritgoon’s Novels: Ecofeminist
Approach. Master of Arts Thesis in Thai, Graduate School, Khon Kaen University.

Thesis Advisor: Assistant Professor Dr. Orathai Piayura

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze the women-nature connections in literary works, based on
ecofeminism theory. This study applied the western theory of criticism on literary works to the
three Thai literary works produced by Thaaithao Sutjaritgoon: Mongkut Dok Som, Dok Som Si
Thong, and Tukata Nai Pa Nao.

The study found that women in Thaaithao Sutjaritgoon’s works were connected to nature
and could be analyzed by Warren’s conceptual framework (1993) of (1) conceptual connections,
(2) empirical and experiential connections, (3) symbolic connections, and (4) ethical connections.
From women-nature connections in these literary works, the researcher categorized it into two
groups: abstract and concrete, as follows.

For women-nature connections on abstract side, it was found that Thaaithao Sutjaritgoon
connected women to the nature which was intangible. The feelings of bullied female characters
were connected to the nature, and their fear of danger was compared with the nature on its dark
side. These were expressed through the conceptual connections in patriarchal society and also
through ethical connections which entailed awareness and value of women and the nature.

On concrete side, Thaithao Sujaritkul connected women to the nature as materials, items,
flowers as well as living and non-living creatures. This concrete side could be seen from
empirical and experiential connections like rapes, which women were oppressed and treated as
sex objects. In symbolic connections, both animals and plants were connected with women. As to
connect women to the nature, appearances of plants, flowers and trees were used to express
cruelty and dark side of the female characters. Animals were symbols of wildness and
dreadfulness; animal instincts represented the dark side of nature and women. Beautiful animals
were used to represent savagery. Moreover, animals were exploited to decrease woman value by

being connected to animals without brains or an ability to think. The use of animals’ physical



defection and ugliness was also intended to devalue women. The connection of animal postures
to female characters’ negative feelings and temper emphasized a decrease in woman value in a

way that women were forced into the nature boundary.
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